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Shayan Badraie Aged 4

ChilOut Children Out of Detention

A normal happy child

Admitted to Woomera

In 1999

Exposed to suicide 

attempts...



Shayan Badraie

Aged 6
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Shayan’s

Drawing



ChilOut's Original Mission

1. We are campaigning to get all children, together with their primary carers 
and accompanying families, out of immigration detention centres and 
into existing community support structures.

This includes all unaccompanied children. Our motivation is humanitarian 
and non-political. 

2. We are opposed to the mandatory detention of asylum seekers and are 
particularly concerned about conditions under which children are 
detained, the length of their detention and the high security, prison-like 
centres in which they are held.

3. We also seek to correct inaccurate media coverage of asylum seekers and 
counter widespread misinformation.

Pejorative terms - such as ‘illegal immigrants’ and ‘queue jumpers’ - are 
used in the media and help justify harsh Government policies. In our view, 
once acquainted with the facts of detention Australians of good 
conscience will react as we do - with indignation, compassion and action.
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Convention on the Rights of the Child

• 1990

• Signed by every country except US and 

Somalia

UDHR: Childhood is entitled to special care and 

assistance
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Convention on the Rights of the Child

Article 37 (b)

No child shall be deprived of his or her liberty 

unlawfully or arbitrarily

The arrest, detention or imprisonment of a child 

shall be used only as a measure of last 
resort and for the  shortest 
appropriate period of time
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Bar Code Babies
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And now...?

Children in Immigration Detention 
as at 30 April2013

Type Total

Detention Centres 31

Immigration Residential Housing and 224

Transit Accommodation            

Alternative Places of Detention   

Mainland               811

Christmas Is 566

Total                                                                 1,632

In Community under Residence Determination              1,224

GRAND TOTAL 2,856
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Not included

24 children on Manus Island 

http://www.outofsight.org.au/

ChilOut Children Out of Detention



Children in Detention
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Rajini and boys aged 6 and 8

facing indefinite detention
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Paari born 

January 2013

Older boy 

exhibiting PTSD 

symptoms
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Nauru 

3327.6 Km to Brisbane
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Even further away than Christmas Island
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Nauru

• Nauru is a 21 square kilometres oval-shaped 

island in the southwestern Pacific Ocean, 42 

kilometres (26 mi) south of the Equator. 

• 2011 Population 9,378 GDP per capita of $5,000

• The island is surrounded by a coral reef, which is 

exposed at low tide and dotted with pinnacles.

• There are limited natural fresh water resources 

on Nauru so the islanders are mostly dependent 

on three desalination plants
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The last children on Nauru
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Nauru was only meant to be 

temporary
• 11 March 2002: the Government decided to proceed 

urgently to construct a new purpose built permanent 
Immigration Reception and Processing Centre on 
Christmas Island (CIIDC)

• a 1200 person facility to be built in 39 weeks for an 
indicative budget of $242.9 million.

• the revised delivery timeframe of 34 months (as opposed 
to 39 weeks for the original project) was exceeded by 27 
months

• the transfer of the 800 bed CIIDC facility to DIMIA finally 
occurred on 7 April 2008, a total project elapsed time of 
61 months

(ANAO Audit Report No.43 2008–09Construction of the Christmas Island Immigration Detention Centre)
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Christmas Island Costs

The final budget was $400.5 million 

BUT

• the out-turn cost of the overall project is not known 

• whilst Finance’s and DIMIA’s costs have been 
established, 

• Department of Transport and Regional Services 
(DOTARS) was not able to assemble information on 
its actual project-related costs.

• THEREFORE probable final expenditure 

> $450 million
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‘Wedge politics’

Promotes 

• a campaign of fear and loathing, 

• based on a strategically chosen issue, 

• before a fascinated media

• in order to polarise the electorate and 

• scare swinging voters to scurry away to the 

right (or left, as the case maybe).

Marcia Langton, Pauline as the thin end of the wedge, 1997



Sunili Govinnage
guardian.co.uk, Tuesday 28 May 
• policies focussed on deterrence will not "stop 

the boats". 

• What we're doing is causing more harm than 

good.

• “no advantage” policy means refugees cannot 

apply to bring their families here; 

• It’s not smugglers pushing kids on to boats –

it’s us.
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We’re the ones….
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•sitting smugly at the UN security council 
while“excising” the operation of a key UN 
convention from our domestic territory. 
•obsessed with counting the numbers of 
people coming on boats, without bothering to 
give them options. 
•spending $2.3 billion on offshore centres 
while the UNHCR is expected to assist 25 
million people around the globe this year 
with a budget of $3.7 billion.



Front Page

Daily Telegraph 

Thursday 28 

March



Australia’s Refugee Problem
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Australia has no refugee problem: why is 

it so politically expedient to  create one?
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• "Uninformed voters are less able to 

make well-judged choices about their 

representatives and leaders

• "a weak democracy is more likely to 

be manipulated by particular 

interests and to be unresponsive to 

marginalised groups".  

John Langmore, To Firmer Ground: restoring 

hope in Australia, 2007

Relaxed and Comfortable
(and Dumbed Down?)


